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ICC Multifunction Hall: Room 10

Summary of the event

In the pursuit for economic development cities have exploited rivers indiscriminately. Today many of our
rivers are extensively becoming the dumping grounds for waste and wastewater discharge and are in a
highly vulnerable condition. Even so there is an increasing understanding that ecological restoration and
rivers are often referred to as the arteries of life of entire regions and of their populations. Therefore
Urban Rives have the potential become central elements of sustainable urban transformation. This
networking event seeks to promote urban transformation towards more inclusive, liveable, prosperous
and climate-friendly cities through establishing a new community of knowledge and practice on People
Centred and Resilient Spaces related to Urban Rivers (PEARLS). The central assumption of PEARLS is
that social sustainability and environmental sustainability are closely intertwined, and hence, the success
in urban transformation will depend on social resilience for which urban public space plays a crucial role
in promoting both collective and individual resilience.
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